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Nestan Sulava
FOR THE SAINT GIORGI MTATSMINDELI’S HYMNOLOGY

Abstract
Giorgi Mtsire in his hagiographical work tells us about the polyphony of the
Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli. He says that Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli was educated
in the art of polyphony in his youths. He knew all hymns of years and was easily
adopted in oral teaching, for this he was excellent within his colleagues and as
like his great ancestors Saint Grigol Khandzteli and Mikael Modrekili.
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To study the hymnographical heritage and his attitude to the Georgian po-
lyphony we must get acquainted his biography from the Giorgi Mtsire’s hagi-
ographical works and also with The Will added to the hymnographical works of
Saint Giorgi Mtsatsmineli. On the based of abovementioned works we can say
some interesting view about the works of Mekhels’ and their heritage’s hym-
nographical works. Traditions ruined from Mekhels’ stayed like the guide for
the hymnographs of XI century. The Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli sayed: Mekhels’
are my teachers, priests. From the hagiographical works of Giorgi Mtsire we
confirm that hymns of Giorgi Mtatsmindeli were polyphonic. Georgian science
Ivane Javakhishvili payed great attention to the fact saved in this story about
the 80 orphans grew up by the Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli, they chanted in front
of the Caesar of Byzantium and the Caesar mentioned the polyphonic style of
the song. It means that the Caesar knew about the differences of Georgian and
Greece chants and he had already mentioned that.

The polyphone of Georgian chants did not begin at once, this was the long
period of formation. From the beginning it was monophonic and then it becomes
polyphonic. Joan Petritsi classified Georgian polyphonic chants according the
phonics: (Mzakhr/first, Jhir/second, Bam/third).

From the polemics within the Patriarch of Antioch and the Saint Giorgi
Mtatsmindeli we confirm the canonically of polyphony of Georgian chants. The
Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli confirms the apostolic history and long independency
of Georgian church. At the time of this polemics the canonicality of Georgian
chant’s polyphony had already been confirmed otherwise the Patriarch of An-
tioch would reprimanded Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli and he would have been
accused in noncanonicallity of liturgy. This polemic confirms that the Georgian
polyphonic chants are canonical and has long history. It is supposed that the first
years Christianity and Christian people in churches did not get used the mono-
phonic style of chants because Georgian folk and traditions were acquainted
only to the polyphonic style of songs. It means that the changes in the style
of chants must be made from the beginning. The Georgian chants would have
changed from the monophonic to the polyphonic from the early stage of liturgy.
Diversity is the main detection of Georgian mind, Georgian national spiritual
life, diversity is the system of thinking. So it gives us the chance to say that the
polyphony must have been the style of Georgian chants from the early stage of
our church development. In parallel of Georgian hymnography there were used
the old style of Georgian poetry as it was in architect of Georgian church, there
are plenty of pre-Christianity elements on Georgian architect.

Key Words: Saint Giorgi Mtatsmindeli, The polyphony Hymns, the Geor-
gian National Spiritual Life.
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506 gM9bgows, L.aaeolFds-ym  3o@@M0sfdsb, goms@mdgw  dowpero
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dobo o8B m3gBemy®dmos: ,,d [dowsm Jgnegm, @sebsmyl-dy gb-
@J0 SEomsE  Jgam-3gog woobs sdobs s dswanobs  bofdobs
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@amd (3. yom@ao dms{doboeols 3mangdogs sbGomdools 3s@@o-
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0@l bo@fdnbmgdoe doGmsgro bomglogobs hygboboe. s @ogodls
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(9. gom@ao dms{dobpgmols d@dmens Lsdo@mggerml gz glools
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dogo go0dodms (3. gom@ao dms{dobpgmls ©s obGomools 3o-
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049005 5@0sMgdygmo MM 5@ ymxgomoym, bowos, sbGomJools
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00 Jn{Indl 0dsl, @M od @AMoLomgol Jodmygao aogmdols
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3oM9Lodyo@ml omJdol godmbo@gol Fdmodmoyd  9bsbg o g3l
439@5bg 939m, Aoz 03l dogmomgdl, M3 @Ggamoyoy®o yobz-
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dodmagos, dgbgems Lodosbmdsls ogo  gdoengl dgaslgodsls
>danggls, dopa®sd dgbgargdo 3OmBglombaan Iyglogmbgdsw doshbos
©> 5M 30mgBglombsg dns@mydbga gdsw.
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5O mdgb, bmem 339560 aommdol’ jobmbobgds ¢358doM@gds
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oMol dmdegdmds gogme ageolbdmol 3sbyols, dgeomeo-
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bo dmdey@s dygobob s @IgAmIgdmbogew™, 9. 0. dgbgeobo, 6%
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do>  Jodmggao goo aodms@dbos 0dom, M3 dmogmboydo  Log-
M Lodmgds s boggagbom goenmds dosbods. d@sgsemeg@mgby-
b Jommggemo gMol sbdmgbgdols, dolo gMmgbymo 36mdog@gdols,
‘Jobopobo Lyanog®o Lodgo@ml  aodmgenobgdss, Losb@mgbm Lol-
Bgdss. Jodmyga  Loggenglbom gomdsdo olggg dggows (obsdg-
JOolBosbymo dMsgsgbldosbmdols G@swazos, MMym® 3 Js®myao
d0dbmy@ogoygmo  3mgbool Foswdo Logogmdbdgamms  3s@om gansy-
Ao sOLYdIYmo Jo@mgmmo wmgdlbols ydggagbo gm@dgdo, by®mm-
dmdwgtgdodo — ob@ogudo gargdgb@dgdo, Jo@myga dopomymsezosdo
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